
Plenty Gorge Park

Visitor Guide

Walk the tracks to the beautiful Plenty River Gorge 
and marvel at the diverse wildlife living within the 
park. Enjoy a quiet picnic amongst the Yellow 
Gums, play ball games or fly a kite in the wide 
open spaces of Yarrambat Picnic Area. You can 
also experience the solitude of camping at Nioka 
Bush Camp, discover the rich cultural heritage of 
the Plenty Valley or lend a helping hand by joining 
the park’s Friends group.

How to get there  
Plenty Gorge Park is approximately 20km north of 
Melbourne in South Morang.

To get to the park office and Hawkstowe & Red 
Gum Picnic Areas, from the Western Ring Road, 
take the Plenty Road turnoff and follow Plenty 
Road north to Gordons Road, turn right, the park 
entrance is 100 metres on the left. (Melways Map 
183 H8)

Hawkstowe Picnic Area
With views of the Plenty River, a backdrop of the 
wooded Plenty Gorge and a historical homestead, 
the Hawkstowe Picnic Area is the perfect spot for 
a quiet picnic or barbecue that the whole family 
will enjoy.

There are a number of electric BBQs, picnic tables 
and shelters in Hawkstowe Picnic Area. 

The Toilets located at Le Page Homestead have 
parenting facilities and cater for people with limited 
mobility. 

The Hawkstowe Picnic Area was once part of the 
larger Hawkstowe Farm that was established in 
the 1850’s by the Le Page family. The historic 
Le Page Homestead and out buildings reflect 
the prosperous farming times of the 1860’s and 
1870’s.

Things to do
Le Page Homestead is now home to the Plenty 
Valley Arts Inc. art gallery. The cottage garden 
surrounding the homestead is maintained by 
volunteers of the Mill Park Garden Club.

Red Gum Picnic Area 
Red Gum Picnic Area has a children’s adventure 
playground, picnic tables and toilets with both 
parenting and disabled facilities. Walking tracks 
from the carpark lead to the Morang Wetlands and 
the Hawkstowe Picnic Area.

Yellow Gum Recreation Area
An area of beautiful bushland providing amazing 
views combined with modern picnic shelters, 
Yellow Gum Recreation Area also has free electric 
BBQs, picnic tables, car parking and toilets.

The Blue Lake, named for its turquoise blue colour 
at certain times of the year, can be seen from the 
viewing platform along the walking track to the 
lake. At sunset, admire the pink hues of the cliffs 
above the lake.

This area’s environmental values are of national 
and state significance. It supports rare and 
threatened wildlife species and all native flora in 
the area is protected and must not be picked or 
damaged. Dogs are not permitted to enter the 
Yellow Gum Recreation Area.

Middle Gorge Picnic Area
Middle Gorge Picnic Area has spectacular views 
of the gorge and river from both the carpark 
viewing platform and walking tracks that lead from 
the carpark.

Picnic facilities are located north on adjacent 
council parkland along the Plenty River, these 
can be reached by following the walking track or 
driving a further 500 metres north along Gorge 
Road.

Plenty Gorge Park offers a wide diversity of natural and cultural experiences only 20 km from 

the Melbourne CBD. The spectacular gorge sets a back drop for stunning landscape views 

and the abundant native wildlife are always on show. With a wide range of cultural, historic, 

recreation and natural features, there is something for everyone.
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For more information call the Parks Victoria Information Centre 

on 13 1963 or visit our website at www.parkweb.vic.gov.au
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Yarrambat Picnic Area
The Yarrambat Picnic Area has spectacular 
views of Kinglake National Park and 
Mt Disappointment. There are plenty of wide 
open spaces for playing games or walking your 
dog on a leash.

Electric BBQs, picnic tables, a picnic shelter 
and toilets are all close to the carpark. 

Why not follow the 2km trail to the Plenty 
River and keep a sharp eye out for platypus, 
wombats, possums and the rare Swift Parrot. 

Yarrambat Picnic Area was once frequented 
by the Wurundjeri (the local aboriginal people). 
The word Yarrambat means ‘High Hill’. Scarred 
trees are a reminder of the history of these rich 
volcanic plains.

In the 1840s the area of Yarrambat, then known 
as Tanck’s Corner, was settled by squatters who 
grazed cattle and sheep. Gold was mined in the 
Plenty Gorge region in the 1850s and 1860s. 
There is still equipment scattered throughout 
the area that reflects this period. Later the land 
was used for other agricultural purposes.

Nioka Bush Camp
Nioka Bush Camp, covering approximately        
1.2 hectares, is a great place to camp and 
enjoy the natural features of Plenty Gorge Park.         
Set on the Plenty River, the site has a feeling 
of remoteness, although it is just 20 kilometres 
north of Melbourne.

Use of this area dates back to the Aboriginal 
tribe - the Wurundjeri-baluk. The word Nioka 
means ‘Green Hill’. Nioka Bush Camp was 
formerly a scout camp. In 1994 it became the 
campground it is today.

The camp has a wide range of facilities from a 
wood fired barbeque to a fully equipped kitchen. 

Amenities include toilets, hot showers, tent sites 
(non-powered), bunkhouse accommodation, 
water, and a large assembly hall.

Nioka Bush Camp is available by advanced 
booking only. It can be hired for overnight 
camping and accommodation or day and 
evening use. 
To book call the Parks Victoria Information 
Centre on 13 1963 or book online at 
www.parks.vic.gov.au

Please note: Nioka Bush Camp may be closed 
at any time on a day or period of extreme fire 
risk.

Dogs in the park
Dogs are not permitted within most of Plenty 
Gorge Park, however there are three specific 
areas where dogs are allowed on a lead.

These areas are:
• Yarrambat Picnic Area (from Yan Yean                            
  Road to the Pistol Club road) Mel Ref 184 F3
• Middle Gorge Picnic Area (from the carpark to 
  Wattletree walk)Mel Ref 183 J12 
• Wiltonvale (only on the walking track from 
  Wiltonvale Rd to Hawkstowe Pde)  
  Mel Ref 184 A4
Please clean up after your dog.

Dogs are not permitted in any other area of 
Plenty Gorge Park.

History
Geologically, the basalt plains and Plenty 
Gorge were formed in recent times – between 
about 10,000 and 2 million years ago. Volcanic 
activity to the north and north-west of the 
Plenty River   re-shaped the river’s course. 

Located within the traditional land of the 
Wurundjeri people, the Plenty River and its 
Gorge provided numerous flora and fauna 
species that were used for food, medicines, the 
manufacture of many important cultural items, 
the construction of temporary shelters, and a 
permanent source of fresh water. Scarred 
trees and stone artefact scatters are evidence 
of the Wurundjeri peoples’ use of the area prior 
to European settlement.

Aboriginal people removed the bark from trees 
for a number of reasons, including the making 
of canoes, carrying containers, shields and 
temporary shelters. Stone artefact scatters are 
the residues of stone tool making and, in most 
cases, the only tangible evidence remaining 
from former campsites.

The thinly timbered landscapes and permanent 
water source, which provided a good source 
of raw materials for food, water and timber, 
also attracted European pastoral settlers in the 
1830s. Sheep and cattle grazing were the main 
agricultural practices in the region.

In the 1850s and 60s ‘gold fever’ struck the 
Plenty region. However, it was not the discovery 
of gold itself which was important to the region 
but the increased demand for meat and 
agriculture products throughout Victoria.

During the 1980’s the Victorian state 
government decided there was a need to 
protect the natural and heritage features of 
Plenty Gorge for future generations.
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For further information
Parks Victoria 

Information Line 
Ph: 13 1963 

www.parkweb.vic.gov.au

Caring for the 
environment

Help us look after your park 
by following these guidelines:

 Please take all rubbish home 
with you

No fires may be lit

All native plants and 
animals are protected by law, 
please do not disturb them in 

any way

Dead trees and branches 
provide homes for wildlife, 

please do not remove them

 Leave the park as you found it 

Please recycle this park note




