Mount Worth State Park
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Visitor Guide

Situated on the western rim of the Strzelecki Ranges, Mount Worth State Park encompasses
1,040 hectares of Mountain Ash forest and regenerating native bush.

Location and access

Mount Worth State Park is situated approximately
125 kilometres south east of Melbourne. The park
is reached from the Princes Highway at Warragul
by following the Warragul — Korumburra Road,
Grand Ridge Road and McDonalds Track.
Alternatively the park can be reached from
Darrum via the Darrum — Allambee Road and the
Allambee Estate Road. Roads throughout the
area are narrow and winding with gravel surfaces
but offer marvellous scenery with panoramic
views.

Walking

A network of walking tracks radiates from the
Moonlight Creek picnic area.

1. Giant's Circuit — 1.8 kilometres, 1 hour return
Commencing at the Moonlight Creek picnic area
this trail follows the route of a timber tramway
through Mountain Ash Forest and fern filled
gullies. This lovely walk includes the impressive
Standing Giant, a huge Mountain ash with a girth
of 7 metres and probably 300 years old.

2. Moonlight Circuit — 8.5 kilometres,

3 hours return

Commencing at the Moonlight Creek picnic area,
this walk combines Moonlight Creek Track and
Moonlight Divide Track to form a walking circuit. It
is a strenuous walk suitable for more experienced
walkers. The Moonlight Divide Track climbs
steeply to the ridge and leads through
regenerating Mountain Ash forest with a dense
understorey of Dogwood, Daisy Bush and
Blackwood. Moonlight Creek Track follows a
trickling mountain stream through lush fern gullies,
to the sites of old timber mills.

3. Gardiners Mill Track — 1.5 kilometres one way,
1 hour return

This walk is an extension of the Giant Circuit and
takes you through regenerating Mountain Ash
forest and along the tree-fern lined Clark Creek.

4. Maslin’s Mill — 800 metres one way,

40 minutes return

Commencing at the far end of the Moonlight
Creek picnic area this track meanders through

For more information call the Parks Victoria Information Centre on 13 1963
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forest of Mountain Ash and Blackwood to Maslin’s
Mill site. Suitable for people with limited mobility.

Picnicking
The grassy flats and tree ferns at Moonlight Creek
provide a delightful setting for a picnic. Tables,

fireplaces and toilets are provided. Camping is not
permitted within the park.

Remnants of history

Between 1860 and 1862, Surveyor George
McDonald and his small team surveyed and cut a
track through the thick forests of the Strzelecki
Ranges from Lang Lang to Moe. Mount Worth is
the highest point on the track.

During the 1870s selectors pegged out blocks on
McDonalds Track, toiled to clear paddocks and
build huts. During the 1920s, 12 timber mills
operated on the slopes around Mount Worth to
strip it of its valuable timber. Relics of the timber
industry remain in the park including saw dust
heaps, an old mill boiler and the formation of
tramways used to haul timber to and from the
mills.

The Warragul Field Naturalists Club and the Shire
of Warragul were instrumental in having the park
created to protect an example of the wet forests
originally widespread in the Western Strzelecki
Ranges. The park now encompasses 1,040
hectares.

A haven for plants and animals

Mount Worth State Park protects a remnant of the
forests that once covered the western Strzelecki
Ranges. Tall wet forests of Mountain Ash,
Mountain Grey Gum and Blackwood grow on the
hills and slopes. Soft Tree-ferns and Rough Tree-
ferns flourish within the sheltered gullies. The cool
moist conditions support a number of rare plants
including Netted Brake, Slender Tree-fern and
Skirted Tree-fern.

A major program of planting Mountain Ash,
Mountain Grey Gum and Manna Gum is in
progress to restore pastures to forest. So far
150,000 seedlings have been planted and other
areas directly seeded.
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For further information

Parks Victoria
Information Centre

Call 13 1963

or visit our website at
www.parks.vic.gov.au

Parks Victoria Traralgon Office
71 Hotham Street
Traralgon VIC 3844

South Gippsland Visitor
Information Centre

Cnr Sth Gippsland Hwy &
Silkstone Rd, Korumburra
Phone (03) 5655 2233

Latrobe Visitor
Information Centre
Princes Hwy, Traralgon
Ph (03) 5176 3030

Caring for the
environment

Help us look after your park by
following these guidelines:

All native plants and animals in
the park are protected

Please keep to designated
walking tracks to avoid
becoming lost

Bins are not provided within
the park. Please take your
rubbish home

Camping is not permitted in
the park

Cats and dogs are not
permitted in the park

Fires may only be lit in the
fireplaces provided. No fires to
be lit on days of Total Fire Ban

This park is located in the
West & South Gippsland Total
Fire Ban District

Please don'’t throw this park
note away. Keep it, return it for
others to use, or recycle it

Healthy Parks Healthy People

Visiting a park can improve
your health, mind, body and
soul. So, with over four million
hectares of parkland available
to Victorians, why not escape
to a park today!

State Government

Victor

Birdlife is abundant within the park. Lyrebirds
scratch amongst the leaf litter, while forest canopy
provides food and nesting areas for the Crimson
Rosella, King Parrot, Olive Whistler, Grey
Butcherbird, Tawny Frogmouth and the rare Sooty
Owl. The park is also home to such animals as the
Common Wombat, Swamp Wallaby, Brush-tailed
Possum, Feathertail Glider, Brown Antechinus
and Platypus.
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