
Patterson River
Boating Guide

Location and Access
Patterson River is situated within the City of Kingston,
approximately 28kms south east of Melbourne. The
boat ramps at the Patterson River are accessible via
Launching Way off Macleod Road, Carrum.
(Melways Ref: 97 E7).

Facilities
• Four two lane launching ramps allow boats of varying

sizes to access Port Phillip Bay from the Patterson
River. Launching fees apply to all launch boats at the
boat ramps. A seasonal ticket is available at the
ticket box located in Launching way.

• Ramp 1 is suitable for small craft, ramp 2 is suitable
for medium sized craft and ramps 3 & 4 are suitable
for larger vessels.

• Please ensure you read the boating information
signage at the ramps prior to launching your boat.

• The boat ramps have excellent car and trailer
parking facilities and boat washing facilities are
available.

• The tackle shop and kiosk at Launching Way cater
for most boating and fishing needs, including fuel,
fishing licenses and weather reports.

• Picnic and barbecue facilities are also located at the
Launching Way. The river banks allow for picnic and
strolling watching the boats slip by.

Boating on the river
• All craft must adhere to State Boating regulations.
• A 5 knot speed limit applies along the entire length of

the river and within 200m of the waters edge of Port
Phillip Bay.

• A transit lane exists between the most easterly boat
ramp and 200 metres off the shore. Boat and
Personal Water Craft operators should not use
transit lane for anything other than transition.

• The mouth of Patterson River can be hazardous
during westerly winds, and a bar like situation can
occur.

• Keep right when transiting along Patterson River.
• As the area surrounding Patterson River is

residential, please be considerate to others.

Note:  ‘No Boating’ Zones exist along the Port Phillip
Coastline at Carrum.  Please observe all signs to
ensure your boating trip is a safe one.

Personal Watercraft (Jet Skis)
Personal Watercraft (PWC) are an increasingly popular
pastime and just like normal boat operators, PWC
operators are subject to boating regulations.
PWC operators will be required to hold boat operator
licenses under the State Governments new boat
operator licensing program (see below).
For the safety of PWC operators and other users of the
Patterson River, speed restrictions must be adhered to.

Note: ‘No PWC’ zones exist at the mouth of the
Patterson River. Please observe all signs to ensure
your boating trip is a safe one.

Boat operator licensing
To help make Victoria's waterways safer, the State
Government is introducing boat operator licensing.
Licensing will apply to all operators of recreational
powerboats and personal watercraft. It will ensure that
everyone has at least a basic knowledge of waterway
rules and safe boat operation.
• From February 2002, all operators of PWC and all

recreational powerboat operators under the age of
21 will require a license to operate.

• From February 2003, all recreational PWC and
powerboat operators will require a license to operate.

For more information regarding boat operator licenses
contact the Marine Safety Victoria on 1800 223 022 or
visit www.marinesafety.vic.gov.au

Fishing
A recreational fishing licence is required for all forms of
recreational fishing in all Victorian waters including
Patterson River and Port Phillip Bay. Recreational
Fishing licenses can be purchased at the tackle shop
and kiosk at Launching Way - Ph: 9772 5777.

Dredging keeps you boating
Parks Victoria dredges year round at Patterson River
to allow safe access for recreational boats.  At certain
times of the year, and particularly after large storms, a
dredge will be working around the mouth of the river.
Dredging material deposited on the beach, while
unsightly at first, is cleaned by natural processes over
time.

Further boating information
Further information is available in the Boating on the
Bay brochure which is available from the Parks Victoria
Patterson River office, by phoning the Parks Victoria
Information Centre on 13 1963 or by visiting
www.parkweb.vic.gov.au

July 2002

The Patterson River is a unique man made waterway, created in 1876 to provide direct

drainage from the entire Dandenong Valley catchment area. Since then, the Patterson River

has become a designated safe harbour and popular recreational venue offering a range of

recreational opportunities not provided elsewhere in the region.
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For more information call the Parks Victoria Information Centre 

on 13 1963 or visit our website at www.parkweb.vic.gov.au
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